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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



EXPRESS MAIL MAILING LAB6L 
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Satcof deposit ??UAf- /JT; 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
"EXPRESS MAIL POST OFFICE TO ADDRESSEE" service under 37 C.F.R. 1.10 on the date 
indicated above and is addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington D.C. 20231 . 



Applicants submit patents, publications, and other materials and information which may 
be material to the examination of the above noted patent application. These items have been 
listed on PTO FORM 1449 of which there are one pages enclosed herewith in accordance with 
the provisions in the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure §§ 609 and 707.05(b). A copy of 
each listed item is enclosed. 

It is requested that the listed items be considered in the examination of this application 
and identified on the list of references cited on the patent issuing on this application. 
Applicants further request that an initialed copy of the enclosed FORM 1449 be entered into the 
application file wrapper and returned to the applicants with the next communication from the 
Office in accordance with M.P.E.P. § 609. 
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Serial No.: 10/006,876 
ConfinnationNo.: 5220 
Applicant: STEVENS et al. 
Atty.Ref.: 12801. 0083. NPUS04 



***** 

Applicant would also like to bring the Examiner's attention to the following information 
which may be material to the examination of the above noted patent application: 
1. Search Report Issued by the European Patent Office in related pending application. 



The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search of the prior art has been made, or an admission that the information 
cited is or is considered to be, material to the patentability, or that no other material information 
exists. The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. [37 C.F.R. 1.97(g)] 

The submission of this Information Disclosure Statement is believed to be within three 
months of the filing date of the application or the date of entry into the national stage of an 
international application or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, 
whichever occurs last. [37 C.F.R. 1.97(b)] 

***** 

Applicants request for any extension of time that may be deemed necessary to further the 
prosecution of this application. 

Applicants' representative authorizes the Commissioner to charge any additional fees 
which may be required, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 01-2508, referencing 
Order No. 12801. 0083. NPUS04. 

In order to facilitate the resolution of any issues or questions presented by this paper, 
Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner directly contact the undersigned by phone to 
further the discussion. 

In order to promote the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is authorized to 
contact the undersigned by electronic mail. Please address all e-mail to: 
houstondocketing@howrey.com. 



***** 
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Respec^illysubmitted. 




/feffrey J. Phillips 
Patent Agent 
Reg. No. 51,125 
Tel. 713 787 1496 
Date: f/d/cZ. 
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Form PTO- 1 449 (modiiieA u ,„ ' cA 
List of Patents and Publications for Applicant's 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE "STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Atty. Docket No. 
12801.0083.NPUS04 


Serial No. 
10/006,876 


Applicant 
STEVENS et al. 


Filing Date: 
December 5, 2001 


Group: 
1742 


U.S. Patent Documents 
See Page 1 


Foreign Patent Documents 
See Page J 


Other Art 

See Page 1 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
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Document 
Number 


Date 
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Class 
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Filing Date 
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Al 


3,729,936 


5/1/1973 


DePalmaetal. 


60 


274 
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3,996,016 


12/7/1976 


Wagner 


23 


288 F 






A3 


3,653,846 


4/4/1972 


Kubec et al. 


23 


289 
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5,330,727 


7/19/1994 


Trocciolaet al. 


422 


177 






A5 
















A6 






4 










A7 
















A8 








% 







Foreign Patent Documents 
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Document 


Date 


Country 
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Translation 


Init. 


Des. 


Number 
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Other Art (Including Author, Title, Date Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Exam. 


Ref. 


Citation 


Init. 


Des. 
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Examiner: Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: INITIAL IF REFERENCE CONSIDERED, WHETHER OR NOT CITATION IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH MPEP609; DRAW LINE THROUGH 
CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 
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